
JONAH
GROUP & INDIVIDUAL BIBLE STUDY

QUESTIONS AND NOTES 


JONAH 1


Questions for discussion 
Instructions: 
· Select one person to lead the discussion
· Encourage participation from all members
· 30 minutes for discussion

Introduction
1. What is happening in chapter 1 of the story?
b. How would you describe Jonah based on the content in chapter 1?
c. How is God depicted in this chapter?

God's Omni Presence
2. What was Jonah's reason for going to Tarshish and what do you find to be strange about this? (See Psalm 139:7-10)
b. How does knowing that God's presence is everywhere encourage and/or challenge you?
c. Have you ever "run from God" and what was the outcome?

The Sailors and Jonah
3. How would you describe the sailors as depicted in this story? 
b. Note the progression of the sailor's fear in contrast to Jonah's fear. What do you notice about the sailors' and Jonah's fear of God and what do you learn from it?
4. What was Jonah's confession to the sailors & how did the sailors respond?
b. Compare and contrast Jonah's actions to God's call with the sailors' reaction upon Jonah's confession in Jonah 1:3 & Jonah 1:13-14. What do you learn from it?

Jonah's Disobedience and God's Outworking
5. Despite Jonah's disobedience, God worked something good out of it. What was this good outcome? See Jonah 1:16
6. Jonah went against a direct order from the LORD and instead followed his own directives. What is the danger of living this way as a believer? Are there areas in your life that indicate a lack of submission to God's authority?
b. What reasons do Christians give for not following what God's word instructs them to do?
c. What is a key lesson you're taking away from the first chapter of Jonah.




JONAH 2



Questions for discussion 
Instructions: 
· Select one person to lead the discussion
· Encourage participation from all members
· 30 minutes for discussion


Jonah 1:17-2:10
Introduction:
1. What is happening in Jonah 1:17 - Jonah 2:10? List the who, what and where.
2. What is Jonah doing and where is he praying to God from?
b. What strikes you as interesting about Jonah's behaviour now from his behaviour in chapter 1?
c. It takes Jonah to be swallowed by a fish for him to turn in repentance and pray to God. What gets your attention to God vs what gets your attention away from God? 

God's Nature, Jonah's Behaviour & God's Purposes through Prayer:
3. What do you learn about God from chapter 1:17?
4. What is the significance of the 'three days and three nights' that Jonah was in the belly of the fish? See Matt 12:40
5. What attributes of God are portrayed in Jonah's prayer?
b. What do you learn about the location of prayer from Jonah's prayer from the belly of a fish?
c.  You cast me into the deep, Jonah 2:3. Jonah recognizes it was the LORD who cast him through the sailors & yet he thought he could run from God by going to Tarshish (see Jonah 1:3). What does this say about Jonah?
d. About question 5c. In your walk of faith, do you sometimes behave in contradiction like Jonah? 
6. Those who pay regard to vain idols forsake their hope of steadfast love. Jonah 2:8. What do you learn from this verse?
b. What do times of trouble reveal about where you put your confidence, hope, or trust?
7. What is Jonah's confession at the end of his prayer in vs 9 and what does this teach you about the state of Jonah's heart compared to chapter 1?
b. From the question above, what can you see as the purpose of prayer?
c. What do you learn about God from His work of providence in the heart of Jonah?
8. What do you learn about God in verse 10?
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Questions for discussion 
Instructions: 
· Select one person to lead the discussion
· Encourage participation from all members
· 30 minutes for discussion

God's Second Call
1. God's word came a second time (See Jonah 1:1-2) to Jonah. What did God say to Jonah and what does this teach you about God?
b. What was Jonah's response?
Jonah's Message and Nineveh's response
2. What was the message Jonah spoke to the people of the city of Nineveh?
b. The city of Nineveh was to be overthrown. What did this mean? See Gen 19:24-25
3. Compare the people's response to Jonah's message. What about Jonah's message made them respond as they did? (take note of Jonah's message, the words recorded by the author of this book and the words left out)
4. The king of Nineveh also responds. In what specific ways does his response demonstrate true repentance?
b. Compare the people of Nineveh, the king of Nineveh, and the sailors' response to God back in Jonah 1 with Jonah's response to God's first call. What differences do you see?
c. What surprises you about the different pagan characters' response to God vs the reaction of a worshiper of God to God's call?
d. Examine your response to God and His word. Does it often imitate that of Jonah or that of the pagan characters in the story of Jonah? And who do you choose to be more like? (See Rev 3:20; Hebrews 3:7-13)
God Responds
5. How do you see God respond to the people of Nineveh?
b. What do you learn about God? (See Exodus 34:6-7)
c. In what instances have you expected God's wrath but instead experienced His mercy?
d. What is a significant takeaway for you from today's discussion about Jonah 3?
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Questions for discussion 
Instructions: 
· Select one person to lead the discussion
· Encourage participation from all members
· 30 minutes for discussion

Questions for discussion: 
1. Jonah 4:6 God appoints a plant to relieve Jonah of his discomfort & Jonah is glad. What do you find odd about Jonah's behaviour here with his behaviour in Jonah 4:1 and why?
b. Jonah is in a state of outer discomfort (sits under a plant for shade) but his own heart has evil (wishing the Ninevites God's judgment & not mercy). What contrast do you find in this? 
c. Do you sometimes behave this way?

2. What do you find astonishing about Jonah’s anger? How might we be guilty of similar attitudes in our walk with the LORD?
b. What do you think of Jonah's anger, was it justified? Why/why not?
c. How do you feel about God's justice and mercy? Do you have problems with the way He dispenses it in certain situations?
d. Think about instances where you have had friction with God about Him being faithful to His own character. What did those moments teach you about yourself?

3.From Jonah's story we see his wrong view of God's mercy & justice. What distorted mindsets does God want to deliver you from just as He was doing with Jonah?

4. God’s question to Jonah at the end of the book confronts the reader as well. Will we allow God’s
merciful and just character to grow compassion in our own hearts? What often stands in the way of this?

5. Based on chapter 4 and the ending of Jonah, how do you think the author wants you as the reader to respond to the book?











Jonah Notes:
Jonah 1
Introduction.
1. Who is Jonah? 
He is a prophet and in the literary works of the Bible, his book is categorized as a "minor prophets book".
Key highlight:
He is a prophet during the reign of King Jeroboam II (2 kings 14:23-27) who was a king of northern Israel that did evil in God's eyes. This was when Israel had split into two i.e. the southern and northern kingdom.
2. What was Jonah's mission from God?
The book of Jonah differs from the typical style of the writings of the prophets. They are normally words from the LORD, but, in this case, the book of Jonah is rather about himself. 
It's a contrast between his anger and God's compassion. In this book, God invites Jonah to embody His character- specifically, to be compassionate and forgiving, even toward those he views as undeserving of mercy.
3. Why did Jonah dislike the Ninevites?
Look at Nahum 3:1 to understand what the people of Nineveh were like
Nineveh was an Assyrian city that had long threatened Israel. It was a cruel empire. Therefore, Jonah did not wish any good on them. According to Jonah, these people were undeserving of any mercy or goodness, especially from God.
Q. Can you think of your own worst enemy? Can you imagine God sending you to them with a message for them? How would you respond? 
4. How did Jonah respond to God's directive?
Jonah rebelled against God and went in the opposite direction. His refusal was so vehement that he traveled to an opposite destination just to show how much he did not want to follow God's call.
Q. Has God ever told you to do something that you utterly and completely rejected? Why was that?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

The Main Aim of the Book of Jonah
· A key to understanding the story of Jonah is knowing God's nature (Ex 34:6-7), as this is the main aspect emphasized. God teaches Jonah and us through Jonah's story about who He is. He is a God who offers mercy to sinful people out of His loving-kindness.
· Two important characteristics of God are His justice and His mercy. His heart towards sinners and His desire for their repentance. This is who God is. Jonah flees God's call because he doesn't see how God can be both merciful and just.




Jonah 2
· A recap on what we have seen so far in the story of Jonah. 
1. He is a prophet during the reign of King Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14:23-27) who was a king of northern Israel that did evil in God's eyes. 
2. In this book, God is inviting Jonah to be like Him in character, i.e. compassionate and forgiving even to people he considers enemies. This quality of God is seen in Ex 34:6-7 where it is the first time God describes Himself in this way and it sets the theological foundation for the rest of the Bible especially the OT. (See Neh 9:17; Psalms 86:15; Joel 2:13 & Jon 4:2) 
3. Jonah rebelled against God and went in the opposite direction. But God sent a storm that forced the sailors to cast Jonah into the sea after they inquired who Jonah was. 
4. Jonah is distinct from the way other books of the prophets have been written. Jonah is the story’s central figure as we see him as the common denominator in his interaction with the different characters in the story. His actions in each account as we have seen in chapter 1 & 2 so far, have shown contradictory behaviour from what we would expect from a prophet.

And now here we are in a most interesting scene. All this is happening within the belly of a fish, where we see Jonah's prayer and God's response to His prayer.
· Lessons from Jonah's prayer:
1. God is omni-present- Even in the belly of a fish, God is present. Jonah could offer up prayers in the belly of a fish, and under several feet of water. 
2. God hears our prayer of repentance even after we have acted in disobedient ways. In fact, I think God allowed Jonah to be cast into the sea so that He could provide a big fish that would swallow him whole because He knew that Jonah would repent and was thus offering Him a chance to.
3. Jonah acknowledges God's saving power and that it is God alone who saves. I mean, who would have known that there was a human cast into the sea alive except for the sailors who reluctantly did it, and who would have the power to save Jonah in such a situation? Only God could.
Also, Jonah brings out an important truth in his prayer, he says in verse 8 that those who pay regard to vain idols forsake their hope. If Jonah's God was not the true God, he would have had no hope of salvation because those gods don't exist. 
4. God sees and knows your location. If you've ever wondered whether God sees you in your troubles, whether He knows your physical location, the story of Jonah proves that He does.
5. God is sovereign. He is sovereign over nature, over human will- it is especially in this case that we see God's providence at work.
6. God speaks/responds. If God can speak to a fish, He can speak to us. Then again, fish probably don’t resist the will of God as we do.
7. Jonah’s deliverance came after Jonah’s repentance was complete. In many believers today, there is a work of God, or an aspect of His deliverance, that will remain undone as long as that believer resists Him and refuses to trust God.




Jonah 3

Recap:
Jonah
· Jonah in chapter 1 runs from God & the sailors demonstrate more faith in God than Jonah who knows God.
· In chapter 2 Jonah acknowledges God & repents in the belly of a fish
· In chapter 3 he listens & obeys God.
God
· In chapter 1 God sends Jonah & pursues Jonah through a sea storm & a fish, 
· in chapter 2 God hears Jonah’s prayer in the belly of a fish demonstrating His mercy & salvation
· In chapter 3 God comes to Jonah again & relents of the judgment He was going to send to the Ninevites.

Main Points:
· God wants us to follow Him in trust and obedience
Vs 2 -Preach to it the message that I tell you: 
1. God simply tells Jonah to go there and wait for his message. God frequently works this way.
The story of Jonah demonstrates why God often leads us one step at a time without telling us more. God often only tells us what we can handle at the time. 
2. But also God only tells us more when we have obeyed the first. Once we have demonstrated obedience, then we can move on to the next.
· The futility of resisting God's will
Vs 3- Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD: 
1. Having learned the lesson that resisting the will of God is both futile and counter-productive, Jonah now obeys the call and goes to Nineveh.
One way or another, God’s way will prevail. The choice is up to us, will we obey or disobey?
· God’s Judgment
Vs 4-Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown: Jonah emphasized to the people of Nineveh what would happen if they did not repent – the city would be overthrown in judgment. I don’t believe this was Jonah’s whole message to the people of Nineveh; but clearly it was the main point of his message.
i. “Overthrown” is a word applied to the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:25, Lamentations 4:6, and Amos 4:11)
· Lessons on Repentance
What we can learn about repentance from the people of Nineveh:
a. The word “repentance” isn’t in this passage but we see it. Repentance isn’t really a word; it is more of an action.
- One can have repentance without the word itself being spoken, and one can say the word “repentance” and never truly repent.
-Repentance is not saying sorry or making an apology neither is repentance behaviour modification. Repentance is a complete change of heart and mind regarding one’s overall attitude & mindset toward God or one’s actions. 
This is what God desires for us – a changed heart.
b. Vs 5- The people of Nineveh believed God: Repentance begins with believing God. As we believe Him and His word, we receive the power to transform according to His will. You can do many other things associated with repentance, but if they do not begin with believing in and trusting God, they are all useless works of the flesh.
-Secondly, you can’t believe God apart from the word of God - This is Romans 10:17. Therefore, any real revival or repentance will begin with faithful preaching and faithful hearing of God’s Word, the true teaching of doctrine is what will lead to repentance, just as it was in Nineveh. God’s word is enough to bring about repentance.

· What repentance looks like:
1. Vs 5- The people of Nineveh…proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth: Repentance means doing something. The people of Nineveh fasted, mourned as if for the dead, and they did it from the highest to the lowest (from the greatest to the least of them).
-As believers today, repentance doesn’t mean that we wear sackcloth and ashes like in the OT times, but our repentance should resemble a true mourning of the heart, true remorse over one’s sinful actions with the intent to turn to God and to follow in His ways. Hence, repentance does not describe what you must do to turn to God; it describes the very process of turning to God. 

2. Vs 9 -Who can tell if God will turn and relent, and turn away from His fierce anger: Another aspect of repentance is that it has hope in the mercy and love of God. It hopes that God will relent and that the repentant people will not perish.

God’s Response:
Does God’s response indicate inconsistency with the message He spoke through Jonah?

Key points to take note of in Jonah 3:
1. Exodus 34:6-7 tells us that God will not “leave the guilty unpunished.” God commanded Jonah to preach against the Ninevites because of their guilt. However, Exodus 34:6-7 tells us about God’s just judgment in the context of his mercy and forgiveness. Jonah knows God is merciful, but he seems to think that this negates God’s justice. The Bible presents God’s justice and mercy as completely compatible and integral aspects of his character. When God responds in mercy to the Ninevites, it is good news for everyone.
2. God nikham's (Hebrew for ‘repents or relents’) about evil that he threatens based on human response. He never nikham's about the ultimate good that he intends for his creation.
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Jonah 4
Recap:
Jonah
· Jonah in chapter 1 runs from God & the sailors demonstrate more faith in God than Jonah who knows God, 
· Chapter 2 Jonah acknowledges God & prays in the belly of a fish, God hears him and after 3 days he is spewed out
· In chapter 3 he listens & obeys God. He goes to Nineveh the great city.

God
· God in chapter 1 sends Jonah & pursues Jonah through a sea storm & a fish, in chapter 2 God hears Jonah’s prayer in the belly of a fish demonstrating His mercy & salvation & in chapter 3 God comes to Jonah again & relents of the judgment He was going to send to the Ninevites.


· Jonah's Got a Problem with God
This chapter reveals the truth of what Jonah believed about God. Here’s a few important highlights about Jonah:
· Jonah saw it evil that God showed mercy and relented from judging the Ninevites.
· Jonah revealed it was the actual reason he was fleeing to Tarshish- this is disclosed 4 chapters later.
· Jonah knew God well, even though his knowledge of God didn't seem to change parts of his character.
Proof that Jonah knew God well:
· Jonah knew God's voice when God spoke to him (Jonah 1:1-3)
· Jonah confessed to being a believer in YWHW (Jonah 1:9)
· Jonah's prayer in chapter 2 is hyperlinking to prayers in the Psalms which proves his knowledge of God & the scriptures.
· Jonah's obedience in going to Nineveh to deliver God's message (Jonah 3)

a. Our Problem with God's Mercy & Dispensation of Justice
It’s not as if we should never desire justice ... It is good news when an oppressor is toppled, the terrorist caught, and the torturer brought to justice. The Lord does indeed ‘take vengeance on his enemies’ (as Nahum says of Nineveh in Nah 1:2), for he is the enemy of all who destroy his world. But the great danger is that instead of simply rejoicing at the vindication of the oppressed, we self-righteously identify ourselves as the oppressed, taking pity on ourselves and not on others. In our imaginations, the Lord becomes a weapon in our campaign to destroy our enemies, an instrument of our own revenge rather than the righteous judge of all the earth ... But the biblical theme of God’s ‘repentance concerning evil’ means that the God of Israel is more inclined to save his enemies than destroy them ... This has particular consequences for God’s covenant people ... It creates a two-sidedness to their calling ... to be the vehicle of God’s blessing to all the nations (Genesis 12:1-3) ... so that their enemies are not necessarily God’s enemies ... The repentance of God is not about God changing his mind, but is the fulfillment of his intention to save the wicked, which brings about a new and surprising relation between him and his enemies—surprising to us, but not to him.”
Cary, Phillip (2008). Jonah. Brazos Press. 160-161.

In other words, God’s actions that arise from His nature serve as purifying fires for our wretched souls, as they often reveal the underlying issues that were hidden.
The author's aim here challenges us to think about whether there are people who have done such evil that we want God to destroy them rather than heal them and show them mercy.

b. Our Perception of God Informs Our R/ship with Him, Others as Well as Our Theology
- Jonah’s anger against the notoriously oppressive Ninevites is understandable and could even be seen as a reflection of God’s heart for justice. But the story makes it clear that Jonah’s perspective is warped. He completely misunderstands the good news of God’s mercy. Jonah would rather die than live in a world where God is merciful to his enemies. He knows this is what God is like—& that’s why he refused to go to Nineveh in the first place (Jon. 4:2). 
-There’s evil in the Ninevites but its not just them, there’s evil in Jonah!
-The biblical authors confront us with the irony of a prophet rejecting God because of God’s faithfulness to his own character.
- The book of Jonah is meant to expose behavior that we all are engaging in but don’t want to acknowledge that we do- Tie this to the question of what the readers think about Jonah's anger being justified.

c. God’s Question, Distorted Mindsets & Inverted Reality
- Is it right for you to be angry?  God likes to ask us questions because they reveal our hearts

In fact, God asks questions to His people on several occasions throughout scripture. Here are a couple:
· Where are you? Who told you that you were naked? What is this you have done? (Genesis 3:9-13)

· Where is Abel your brother? What have you done? (Genesis 4)

· Whom shall I send? Who will go for Us? (Isaiah 6:8)

· Who do you say that I am? (Matthew 16:15)

·  What do you want Me to do for you? (Matthew 20:32)

Yes, Jonah was angry towards God, and yes, it was all right for Jonah to state his anger towards God; but he must also repent of his anger towards God.
- God wants to deliver Jonah from his distorted mindset where his enemies finding mercy is evil to him.
Jonah has a choice to make. Will Jonah stay in his own version of reality (his distorted mindset), or will he accept the version of reality that God wants to give him as a gift?
- What versions of your own reality do you create as resistance to the truth of who God is? Today, God invites us to accept his reality where His true nature is exalted in our lives so that we may be shining lights to the world around us.

d. God’s Dealings with Jonah & the Nature of the Flesh/Self
Is it right for you to be angry about the plant? Jonah, in response to God’s question, felt totally justified in his anger about the sheltering plant’s destruction. Even though the plant was just a plant, and Jonah had no personal interest or investment in the plant except for what it provided for him at the moment.
And should I not pity Nineveh: How much more should God be concerned about the destruction of people – those made in His image, even if they are Assyrians. God’s response to Jonah showed the prophet that he really didn’t know God as well as he thought he did.
- Although Jonah is angry about God’s compassion toward the Ninevites, God also responds to Jonah with great compassion, engaging him with questions and urging him to understand his perspective.

Will You Change Your Perspective?
Question to Ponder: what will it take for you to change your perspective about who God is?
-It’s unique that the book ends with a question, which invites us to align one’s perspective with God’s. This was not for Jonah alone. It is also for us, the readers.

e. The Meaning of "Their Right Hand from Their Left"
Torah Teaches “Right and Left”
-The phrase (know their right hand from their left) refers to moral discernment, the ability to discriminate between the morally good and beneficial and the morally bad and harmful. This is a trait connected with moral maturity.
-This was the knowledge of good and evil that Adam and Eve took on their own terms instead of learning it from God (as Solomon did, see 1 Kgs. 3:9 above). 
-In the theology of the Torah, the true way to wisdom and discernment between good and evil is found in the Torah, which teaches us how to go straight and not to the “right and left.” The Torah was Israel’s source of wisdom, which was not given to any other nation
Sample verses to help us understand:
Deuteronomy 5:32-33 NASB
32 So you shall observe to do just as the LORD your God has commanded you; you shall not turn aside to the right or to the left.
33 You shall walk in all the way which the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may live and that it may be good with you, and that you may live long days in the land which you will
possess.
- Jonah 4:11 has merged the phrases “know between good and evil” with “no turning to the right or left” so that the pagan nations are characterized as those who haven’t been given the special revelation into God’s will that Israel has. And this is precisely what makes the nations the objects of God’s mercy.
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